
Showmanship 

Gaiting, Stacking, and More
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Topics

× What is Showmanship?

× Ring Producer 

× Stacking & Gaiting

× Bait & Toys

× Grooming

× Handlerõs Appearance

× Judging & Scoring

× Showing YOUR breed

× Finer points for senior members

× Resources 

Good Boy!
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What is Showmanship?

Showmanship is:

º Showmanship is the sport of presenting 

your dog to their best advantage 

º A way for you and your dog to grow 

closer ˒˒

Competing in showmanship: 

º Teaches 4 -Hers poise & confidence 

º Develops 4 -Herõs good sportsmanship, by 

competing fairly and wining and loosing 

gracefully
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Is it the way you see on TV?

Yes! Kind of. The AKC shows that you see on 

TV are conformation shows. At conformation 

dogs show, like Westminster, handlers show 

dogs. The dogs are judge on their 

conformation according to their breed 

standard. All the breed standards are on the 

AKC website. But in Junior Showmanship and 

4-H showmanship, you are judged ONLY on 

how you present your dog. 

Even though your dog probably wonõt strut 

their stuff at Westminster, your goal should 

be to present you dog like they just won 

best in show!
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Ring Producer 

When youõre in the showmanship ring there is 
a certain way that the ring will run.

Usually the ring is run similar to this, each 
judge is different so it may vary slightly from 
show to show.

1.) All the handlers in each class will enter 
the ring by arm band number

2.) The judge will rearrange by size/speed, for 
large classes the judge may split the class so 
the ring isnõt over crowded 

3.) The judge will watch the class gait around 
the ring & watch all the members stack their 
dogs in the line up

4.) The judge will do a exam of each 
handerõs dog, watch the handler stack, gait 
& ask them knowledge questions, then score 
them 

5.) After each handler has had a turn then 
judge will dismiss the class, the steward and 
judge will add up the scores and class will be 
placed in numerical order. For tie breakers, 
the judge will has both handlers back into 
the ring and then will compete again
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Stacking

To stack a dog or "hand stack" means to 
pose it according to the AKC breed 
standards. If you are showing a mixed breed 
dog you should choose the breed that your 
dog most resembles and pose it to that 
breeds standards. With most breeds, to stack 
your dog you imagine a straight line from the 
dogs shoulder down to their front pastern. 
With the rear legs a straight line should be 
from the dogs hock to the rear patterns. The 
dog should be standing with the legs 
squarely under them and so that they are 
standing naturally and comfortably.

Stand with big 

dogs & kneel with 

small dogs
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Free Stacking

Stacking your dog, without touching them. 

The dog should properly position itself. This 

takes training & practice, but it looks very 

professional. You should free stack after 

every gaiting pattern and you can free stack 

when in the line up.


